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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

The rough-skinned newt ranges from the Oregon border south to Santa Cruz and central
Santa Clara cos., inland to the Siskiyou Mountains, and southward on the western slope
of the Sierra Nevada to near Chico, Butte Co. Its elevational range extends up to 2130 m
(7000 ft) (Riemer 1958). Spends much of the year in ponds, lakes, sloughs and slow-moving
streams. Favored terrestrial habitats include riparian, Douglas fir, redwood, montane
hardwood-conifer, valley-foothill hardwood and hardwood-conifer. Abundance at breeding
sites (in water) may far exceed that during the rest of the year.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Searches along bottom of streams, ponds and lakes and in various terrestrial
habitats for a wide range of invertebrates.

Cover: In water may seek cover within soft organic bottoms or within aquatic vegetation.
On land, this species seeks cover under stumps, logs and stones.

Reproduction:  Requires slow-moving streams, lakes, or ponds, usually permanent, for
courtship and egg-laying.

Water: This species is more aquatic than other Taricha species. Permanently aquatic
populations have been observed in San Mateo County (Riemer 1958).

Pattern: ~ Stream or pond in proximity to woodlands or forest provides best habitat.
SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns:  Daily patterns vary in different areas. May hibernate during the cold
season.

Seasonal Movements/Migration:  During the fall, adults may leave the water to wander
on land where they may eventually hibernate beneath surface litter, logs and in burrows
and cracks below ground. They return to aquatic sites in late winter.

Home Range: Aquatic individuals return to sites from which they were displaced (Neish
1971). Average adult density was observed to be 300/ha (750/ac) in Marion Lake, British
Columbia (Efford and Mathias 1969), and approximately 1800/ha (4500/ac) in Oregon (lsaac
and Bond 1963).

Territory:  No data.



Reproduction:  Breeds from December to July; October to November at higher elevations.
Greatest activity March to April in southern part of range. Eggs are laid singly, and hatch in
5-10 weeks (Behler and King 1979). Larvae may transform in late summer or the following June.

Niche: Poisonous skin secretions as adults, but occasionally eaten by fishes (Chandler 1918,
Vincent 1947). Predation may be greater on larvae, which are considerably less noxious than
adults. Competitive interactions may occur between rough-skinned newts and fish (Evenden
1948) and with the northwestern salamander (Efford and Mathias 1969).

REFERENCES

Behler, J. L., and F. W. King. 1979. The Audubon Society field guide to North American reptiles
and amphibians. Alfred Knopf, New York. 743pp.

Chandler, A. C. 1918. The western newt or water-dog Notophthalmus torosus, a natural enemy
of mosquitos. Oreg. Agric. Coll. Exp. Sta. Bull. 152:1-24.

Efford, I. E., and J. A. Mathias. 1969. A comparison of two salamander populations in Marion Lake,
British Columbia. Copeia 1969:723-736.

Evenden, F. G. 1948. Notes on the food habits of Triturus granulosus in western Oregon. Copeia
1948:219-220.

Isaac, G. W., and C. E. Bond. 1963. Standing crops of fish in Oregon farm ponds. Trans. Am. Fish.
Soc. 92:25-29.

Neish, I. C. 1971. Comparison of size, structure, and distributional patterns of two salamander
populations of Marion Lake, British Columbia. J. Fish. Res. Board Canada 28:49-58.

Riemer, W. J. 1958. Variation and systematic relationships within the salamander genus Taricha.
Univ. Calif. Pub. Zool. 56:3013-390.

Vincent, W. S. 1947. A checklist of amphibians and reptiles of Crater Lake National Park. Crater
Lake Nat. Park Nature Notes 13:19-22.f Sorex palustris preying on
Dicamptodon ensatus. Murrelet 50:23.

Nussbaum, R. A., E. D. Brodie, Jr., and R. M. Storm. 1983. Amphibians and reptiles
of the Pacific northwest. University of Idaho Press, Moscow, ID.

Nussbaum, R. A., and G. W. Clothier. 1973. Population structure, growth, and size of
larval Dicamptodon ensatus (Eschscholtz). Northwest. Science. 47:218-227.

Parker, M. S. 1994. Feeding ecology of stream-dwelling Pacific giant salamanders
(Dicamptodon ensatus). Copeia 1994(3):705-718.

Stebbins, R. C. 1972. California amphibians and reptiles. University of California
Press, Berkeley. 152 pp.

Stebbins, R. C. 1985. A field guide to western reptiles and amphibians. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston, MA.

Species notes are designed to support the species-habitat relationships database models in the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR) System
and are also published within the current version of the CWHR software. Please cite as: California Department of Fish and Game. California Interagency
Wildlife Task Group. 2005. California Wildlife Habitat Relationships version 8.1 personal computer program. Sacramento, California.



